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Sarah Orr and Tailored Travel put together an interesting and varied itinerary taking in opera, some 
lovely gardens and  fascinating old buildings. 
We spent 3 nights in Eastbourne at the Best Western York House Hotel. Situated on the seafront we 
had splendid views over the stormy channel.  
 
On Wednesday on our way to Sussex we called in at Penshurst Place, a grade 1 listed building, and 
home to the Sidney family. It was gifted to Sir William Sidney by King Edward VI in 1552 and has 
remained in the family ever since. The highlight of the house was the Barons Hall, a vast room with a 
high timber ceiling which is as it was in 1552, timber and all. The extensive gardens were looking a 
bit end of season but were a joy to wander around. 
 
Thursday was the highlight of the trip. A visit to Charleston House followed by an opera at 
Glyndebourne. Charleston House was the home to the artists Duncan Grant and Vanessa Bell and  
was a country meeting place for the Bloomsbury Group. An interesting dwelling decorated in the 
main by Vanessa. In the afternoon we went to see Rigoletto at Glyndebourne followed by a splendid 
carvery dinner. It was a truly magical evening. 
 
Brighton Pavilion, which we visited on Friday, was built for George IV as a palace in which to 
entertain. He did that in some style. A typical dinner would consist of 60 dishes and would last for 
five or six hours. George IV was a huge man!  As for the overstated fake Chinese décor; it is a matter 
of taste but like it or not it has the “wow” factor. On our way back to the hotel we visited the 
Towner Gallery in Eastbourne. This is an award winning contemporary museum with over 4,000 
works of art by modern and historic artists including Picasso, Grayson Perry and Henry Moore. 
 
We visited Scotney Castle on our way home on Saturday. The “new” house was built by Edward 
Hussey III in 1837 at the top of the hill with magnificent views. When Christopher Hussey died in 
1970 he gave the house to the National Trust on condition that Elizabeth Hussey could live there 
until she died in 2006. Apart from safety matters the National Trust has left the property as it was on 
her death. At the bottom of the hill are the moated ruins of a medieval castle in which the family  
lived before moving up the hill. The views and autumn colours were splendid, as was the walled 
garden that was still very colourful….and the rain held off!  
 
On both Thursday and Friday we had a very good blue badge guide named Wilf who was 
knowledgeable and entertaining and added considerably to our enjoyment. We were taken there 
and back by Chris of King’s Coaches. How he manoeuvred the coach down the narrow Sussex lanes 
was beyond me. The party expressed their thanks to both of them. 
 
Once again our thanks to Sarah Orr who orchestrated the trip in her customary quiet manner. 


