
Visit to 'Tutankhamun - Treasures of the Golden Pharaoh' on 28.11.19 
 

 

 

 

After a rather arduous journey and refreshment stop at the National Army Museum, our 

excellent London Guide took us on a trip through Kensington & Chelsea somehow 

transporting us back to the roaring twenties by pointing out the various residences of the 

characters associated with that era all the while recounting tales and amusing anecdotes that 

connected them to the mania of the 'boy king' that gripped the nation at that time.  After 

lunch, it was, at last, time to see what all the excitement was about!  

  

At the beginning of the exhibition, there was an excellent short film outlining the history and 

story of Howard Carter's discovery of the tomb in 1922, with the help of the Carnarvon family 

money. The treasures on display are stunning, some of which have never left Egypt before.  

The exhibition roughly followed the life and journey of the young king, emphasising the 

importance of magic, curses, superstition and all the various gods who had to be appeased, 

in order for him to attain immortality in the afterlife.    

 

On his travels he would need all the luxuries of his earthly life as well as well as the 

protection of the gods and so elaborate preparations had to be made.  To this end, images of 

the king with the heads of various gods such as Horus and Ptah, as well as hunting equipment, 

weapons, furniture, drinking vessels, and many other household objects as well as guards and 

servants all had to accompany him   In all over 5000 objects were found in the outer chambers 

of the tomb.  Many of these were constructed from various woods, covered in gesso, 

exquisitely carved with applied gold leaf, such as the gilded wooden shrine.  But the icing on 

the cake for Carter was the undisturbed burial chamber with its nest of three coffins inside the 

sarcophagus.  The exhibition ended with the mummified body of Tutankhamun (the third 

coffin) and all the beautiful jewellery and amulets found inside the coffins made of semi- 

precious stones and gold. 

 

This was a very special treat and a once in a lifetime opportunity to see these dazzling 3000 

year old treasures, extravagantly, expertly and clearly displayed, before they go to their final 

resting place in the new Grand Egyptian Museum currently being constructed in Cairo. 
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